The birth of UNSCEAR--the midwife's tale.
The creation in 1955 of the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation (UNSCEAR) was driven by the potential dangers of worldwide radioactive fall-out from the testing of nuclear bombs: both a cold war political issue and a complex radiological problem. Sir Raymond Appleyard was Secretary of the UNSCEAR Committee from 1956 to 1961, linking the Committee and its delegations with the UN as host institution and with the other members of the Committee's scientific staff. The present reflections are his purely personal views and memories of incidents and people during the Committee's formative years. They complement Dr David Sowby's earlier recollections (Sowby 2008 J. Radiol. Prot. 28 271-6).